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REPORT OF THE HUMAN TRAFFICKING MEETING,
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18TH AND 19TH OF MAY 2010.
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C/O BISHOP MVEMVE,

THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF KLERKSDORP,

 14 CONVENT LANE, ELANDSHEUWEL, KLERKSDORP 2570; 

P.O. BOX 1689, SAXONWOLD, JOHANNESBURG, 2132, 

TEL 0110238121/ 9132; FAX 0118803297;

E-MAIL joyce@babhuti.co.za.
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BACKGROUND

The Inter-regional Meeting of Bishops in Southern Africa (IMBISA) in partnership with Planet Waves Interfaith Dialogue held a two day meeting for IMBISA Bishops’ Representatives in Johannesburg on the 18th and 19th of May 2010. The conference was a critical learning platform to discuss the role of the Church in Human Trafficking and conceptualize an approach towards evolving a strategy of engagement with the church in the region. 
We hope that the outcome of this workshop will create a rich centralized repository of useful information and knowledge for religious leadership in the region and beyond to work together and respond powerfully to the human trafficking scourge.
In recognition of the efforts expended to see this project to fruition we would like to acknowledge the support we’ve received and continue to receive from BRI, the Klerksdorp Diocese and Bishop Mvemve, the IMBISA Secretariat and the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference (SACBC) Counter Trafficking in Persons (CTIP) Office. We would also like to thank the participants who accepted our invitation to engage with the project and whose contributions PWID continues to rely upon.

Present:
	1. 
	Fr. Bongani Sithole – Planet Waves

	2. 
	Fr. Richard Menatsi – IMBISA Director Zimbabwe

	3. 
	Sr. Melanie  O’Connor – CTIP South Africa

	4. 
	Mr. Mnyamezeli Dlamini – Planet Waves

	5. 
	Mrs. Joyce Ambale – Planet Waves

	6. 
	Ms. Nomalanga Nyanda – Planet Waves

	7. 
	Mr. Kwezi Mngqibisa – Babhuti Research Institute)

	8. 
	Sr.  Voronicah Dingi - Zimbabwe

	9. 
	Sr. Beata Gregor - Zimbabwe

	10. 
	Sister Eugenia Masheane - Lesotho

	11. 
	Sr. Albertina Nkunyane - Lesotho

	12. 
	Ms. Rosa Namises -  Namibia

	13. 
	Ms. Gwen Uises - Namibia

	14. 
	Siphiwe Maphume -  SHC

	15. 
	 Paul Bigala – Babhuti Research Institute

	16. 
	Charles Zulu – SHC

	17. 
	Ncumisa Njoba -  Babhuti Research Institute


DAY ONE: MAY 18, 2010.
The meeting commenced at 9.00 a.m.
	PROJECT NAME
	MEETING OBJECTIVE

	COUNTER HUMAN TRAFFICKING PROJECT
	To discuss the role of the Church in Counter Trafficking in Persons.

To involve Bishops’ Conference Representatives in establishing Satellite Offices in the IMBIZA region that will foster collaboration in dealing with Human Trafficking.
To discuss the set up requirements of the Counter Trafficking in Persons Satellite Offices.

	SESSION
	DISCUSSION 

	WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
	Father Menatsi opened the workshop with a short prayer. He then gave background information on IMBISA and what they have been doing around human trafficking. 

He also gave us some background information on IMBISA and the countries involved as well as some statistics as to how many people are trafficked within the borders of the IMBISA region. About 300 children a week were crossing boarders in the IMBISA region through human trafficking from Mozambique daily. 
Using the phrase,” why do alone what we can do better together”, he said satellite offices need to be set up in the IMBISA region and hoped that at the end of the two day workshop, a plan of action amongst the delegates would be made on how to end Human Trafficking in the region.

He thanked Planet Waves for supporting the initiative to convene such a workshop on human trafficking between the IMBISA countries and hoped that collaboration between Planet Waves and IMBISA would go a long way in making a difference to stop Human Trafficking. 

	MEETING OBJECTIVES
	Sister Melanie O’Connor from the SABC was introduced as the facilitator of the discussions. She outlined discussion points to include:

· A plan of action to guide activities when participants go back to their countries 

· The need to get to know each other, networks and relationships to carry resolutions forward.

· Collaboration and supportive roles each participant represented.  

The need for a collective campaign that will leverage on the goodwill and support given by the Bishops in each respective IMBISA country.

	COUNTRY PRESENTATIONS


	Presentations were made by country representatives on:  
· What government was doing regarding human trafficking within their countries.

· What the church was doing in human trafficking within their countries.

· Legislation that is available on Human Trafficking.

· Information, Education and Communication (IEC) Materials they have on Human Trafficking.

	ZIMBABWE

Presented by Sr. Voronicah Ndingi and Sr. Beata Gregor


	Contextual Analysis: Zimbabwe is a transnational zone for human trafficking and the current economic situation in the country has greatly contributed to the rise of human trafficking of Zimbabweans.

Legislation: At present there is no legislation or laws that exist to deal with Human Trafficking. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) and some Civic Organisations are lobbying for legislation to be put in place. IOM is also working with a government taskforce including Foreign Affairs, the Justice Ministry, Home Affairs, Labour and Social Welfare Departments to train officers on Counter trafficking issues. 
The current law used in trafficking cases is the National prostitution and Forged Documentation Act which does not address human trafficking contexts. The government has also drafted a bill which has not passed and whose contents are unknown. Other existing laws are being used but these do not address the problem of human trafficking.

Action Research: At present no statistics are available of how many Zimbabweans have been trafficked to different counties including South Africa. Without qualitative and quantitative data, the response to the epidemic will not be effective.

Resources and Capacity: Although 4 dioceses were identified as pressure points in dealing with human trafficking issues in their areas, the church’s capacity to further engage with counter trafficking measures has been greatly limited by resources and finances. Most efforts to assist internally displaced people and refugees have been with the IOM. 

Government Interventions: The government’s response has been limited to a few occasional warnings and computerization of entry and exit border points at airports to stop the use of forged documents. Communication and messaging is also limited to what information and educational material is available from IOM. 

	LESOTHO

Presented by Sr. Eugenia Masheane and Sr. Albertina Nkunyane


	Contextual Analysis: Counter Trafficking in Persons work in the Catholic Church in Lesotho was started in 2006 by the Women Religious. 

Legislation: Several applicable laws exist in different pieces of legislation but there is no specific legislation for human trafficking offences. In 2002 Parliament passed an Act to protect the rights of children. In 2004 a Child and Gender Protection Unit (CGPU) within the Lesotho Mounted Police Department was set up to protect children, women and men from violence, sexual abuse and exploitation.

Communication and Messaging: The Public Eye and the Oblate newspapers published pictures and information on Human Trafficking 3 weeks ago. Training material is not indigenous and most of it comes from civil society organisations such as the IOM, SNJMS and UISG. 
Government Interventions: There is no consistency within the government on human trafficking investigations, information and education. In 2004 the Lesotho Government through the CGPU started awareness programmes to highlight human trafficking and a hotline was also set up to report any suspects engaged in human trafficking. Once in a while the Minister of Sports, Gender and Culture will warn youth in public gatherings of the dangers of human trafficking.

Church Interventions: The church through Sisters of the Holy Names in 2006 conducted counter trafficking in persons training of trainers (TOT) sessions for 2 representatives from each congregation. Counter trafficking outreach was done in schools and parks. Demonstrations were held in the capital in 2006 to campaign against human trafficking. School children targeted as a vulnerable were also encouraged to be involved by writing poems on human trafficking to broaden their understanding of the issue. The church will also conduct workshops for youth, parents and religious groups during the 2010 World Cup and has already been to schools, parishes and villages.

Resources and Capacity: The biggest challenge remains the lack of finances to spread the message to all parts of Lesotho. Sr. Eugenia expressed the need for:

· A strategic plan to guide counter trafficking efforts.

·  Assistance resource mapping to identify existing resources and capacity for planning.

· A Plan of action that will ensure efforts are effective.

· CTIP training adapted to Lesotho’s contextual environment.

· Indigenous communication and messaging materials.

· Training of Trainers sessions.

Print media including bags distributed to rural areas, DVDs, Pamphlets and T-Shirts used in campaigns in Lesotho were presented and displayed.

	NAMIBIA

Presented by Rosa Namises


	Contextual Analysis: Namibia is both a source and transit destination country of victims of Human Trafficking who are mostly used for cattle herding, forced agricultural labour, street vending, farm labour and Prostitution. Trafficking within Namibian borders is from the far North Central Regions to the West.  
There is a demand for younger and younger girl children as women are considered infected or old and no longer exciting. Angolan and Zambian children are trafficked to Namibia for cheap labour and organs. Missing children cases are on the increase and investigations are few. The method used to transport trafficked victims is by trucks across national and regional borders. Collusion between immigration officers and the police makes it difficult to arrest offenders. 
There have been several cases of female bodies found mutilated with several body parts missing. 

Legislation: Namibia ratified the UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime and the optional protocol Convention on the rights of Children (CRC). Applicable laws to human trafficking offences at present include: 
· The Organised Crime Act (Act 29 of 2004) passed in 2009    
· The proposed Child Care and Protection Act,
· He Combating of Immoral Practices Amendment Act of 2000,
· The Children Rights Namibian Constitution Article 2,  Article 15 and 9  and other provisions,
· The Combating of Rape Act 8 of 2000, 
· The Labour Act of 1992,
· The Gambling and Liquor Act which is weak and not specific.
Action Research: There are no statistics on trafficked persons, missing persons or ongoing investigations. Although the epidemic in Namibia is reaching concerning levels, limited information available has meant that human trafficking is only a suspected problem and therefore response from government has been little if not non-existent.

Access to Information: Human trafficking is an underground operation making it difficult for those affected to get information. The public is generally unaware of messaging, service providers and key stakeholders and therefore citizens do not hold government accountable to provide information and protection. The concept of “Au Pairs” (child minders) has taken hold among Namibia’s young women and many are lured into human trafficking cartels with promises of good jobs in foreign countries to take care of children of the rich.
Government Interventions: The MGECW and WCP unit were set up but more still needs to be done to supplement these departments including: 
· The introduction of Vulnerable Witness Corners in courts, 
· The registration of safe houses, 
· Launching of campaigns on zero tolerance on all form of violence
· Issuing of public statements on human trafficking and 
· Encouraging police involvement in training and public talk to make citizens aware of city regulations and by-laws that protect them. 
· Collaboration with neighbouring countries by ensuring ministers attending workshop, meetings and exchanges report back to parliament.
· Government should increase its engagement with civil society organisations (CSOs).

· The Law Reform Committee should conduct further research and possible law reform on human trafficking legislation.
Church Interventions: Parish members have tried to highlight the problem of human trafficking in their communities but these have been small scale fragmented initiatives mainly prompted by the hosting of the World Cup in South Africa. 
There needs to be more exposure to Workshops, International Conferences and information in the church. NGOS such as Women Solidarity Namibia and the University of Namibia have created awareness particularly among the youth about Human Trafficking and are also doing research work. 
TUCSIN an educational institute provides information and has set up a committee which is not very active. UNAM students have also participated though their research on human trafficking.

	SOUTH AFRICA

Presented by Sr. Melanie O’Connor
	South Africa signed and ratified the Palermo Protocol in 2004 but nothing was done. The Southern African Catholic’s Bishops Conference (SACBC) was seen to be doing things publicly to raise awareness of the epidemic and therefore became the public platform needed to move the church’s agenda on Human Trafficking in South Africa. 
In 2008 the SACBC set up the Counter Trafficking in Person’s (CTIP) Desk. The goals of the desk were to:

· To raise awareness about the phenomenon of human trafficking.

· To build the capacity for others to do the same.

· To network with other organisations

CTIP’s main strategy was to get bishops and religious leaders on board by targeting joint witness meetings in metropolitan areas then conducting awareness workshops for church leadership, teachers in schools and organisations. 
· The CTIP desk has since undertaken various projects including Capacity Building workshops in Cities, Deaneries and dioceses on Human Trafficking issues. School outreach initiatives include a life orientation program on human trafficking. CTIP has also leveraged its campaigns’ publicity by engaging with various media sources like radio, newspapers, magazines and television to highlight the plight of Human Trafficking.  
CTIP has also been called upon to speak on human trafficking issues on radio, to journalists and reporters. This platform also expanded to include writing of articles for magazines, the Southern Cross as well as news articles for foreign papers. Locally CTIP assists in writing of the Pastoral letter of Bishops that is read in churches in South Africa.
· Key partnership have included the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA), IOM and organisations such as World Hope, Salvation Army and The Jesuits refugee Services.
· Current human trafficking campaigns have focused on the World Cup and included:
· Bumper stickers, posters and pamphlets to create awareness and provide counter trafficking information.
· A prayer mass recently held in Pretoria to end Human Trafficking.
· Hosting of youth camp projects to create more awareness of Human Trafficking.
CTIP’s major success has been the development of resource material adopted and used widely by civil society organisations and government departments in the counter human trafficking campaigns. These materials have included Posters, Pamphlets, the CTIP Logo, school syllabi, workshop manuals, letterheads and Awareness DVDs.
CTIP also undertook fieldwork research by visiting shelters, border areas and networking with organisation implementing counter trafficking projects to expand its learning platform.

As more and more human trafficking victims turn towards the church for help, CTIP has offered victim assistance in partnership with rehabilitation shelters and homes.

	PLENARY SESSION

	Session objectives:
· Individual country needs in setting up human trafficking programmes.

· What help would be needed from the CTIP desk.

· Way in which CTIP can help.

Discussions commenced against a background brief given by Father Menatsi. He emphasized that setting up the human trafficking satellite offices was the beginning of many processes that needed to be formalized and made into reality within the Bishops’ Conference Priorities which were Good Governance, Economics, Energy and Resources and the family. Within this context human trafficking is seen as disrupting human life and therefore a very relevant issue to be taken up by the church. 

NAMIBIA
Resolutions
· The workshop report would be sent to the Bishop in Namibia of resolutions taken at the workshop. 

· A delegation from Planet Waves will visit Namibia to assess their capacity needs within 2 weeks of the workshop.
· Workshops on human trafficking were requested to train participants on Counter Trafficking in Persons. 

LESOTHO
Resolutions
· The representatives would report to the Secretary General with regards to resolutions taken in this workshop and Plant Waves intention of starting a Satellite Desk. 

ZIMBABWE
Resolutions

· A clear conceptualization of the Zimbabwean situation is needed to develop a definition.

· A clear methodology and resourcing plan on how to implement activities must be developed. 

· That awareness workshops start in Zimbabwe given that the problem was quite endemic. Proposed dates are 2 days between 20th and 25th July 2010.
SOUTH AFRICA
Resolutions

Training manuals must take into consideration the unique scenarios of the countries to be visited. They include:

· Statistical compilation regarding number of victims trafficked

· Material development

· A critical examination of legal instruments relevant to human trafficking in the IMBIZA Countries.

· Use of the media to present the situation of Human trafficking in the countries

	VIDEO PRESENTATION
	A short documentary on Human trafficking of a Mozambique girl was shown which highlighted the following;

· Victims were bonded to their traffickers

· Victims were psychologically affected

· Poverty was one factor that made victims leave their homes in such of a better life.

· Victims had nowhere to go or knew no one at their destination.

· Most victims were reluctant to speak out on what they have been through. Extra care was needed in dealing with such cases. 

One participant suggested that another dimension human smuggling, where victims were forced to work for their captors for being transported until they were fully paid, should be considered when contextualizing country situations.

The Day’s session ended at 6.00 p.m where participants were invited for dinner.


DAY TWO:  MAY 19, 2010.
	WELCOME AND RECAP
	The day’s session began at 9.00 with a welcome to participants. Father Menatsi said a prayer.

	CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT PRESENTATION
Presented by Mr. Kwezi Mngqibisa
	Following the need expressed by participants for a formal context within which to define human trafficking within their various country perspectives, a presentation was given on steps to be considered in the process. 

Definition of Human Trafficking:

There was a need to look at the definition of Human Trafficking from a theological perspective as a starting point in developing a curriculum. Fr Menatsi suggested that Sr. Voronicah contact a theologian to assist in coming up with a definition. 

Most governments don’t yet have laws to deal with Human Trafficking and rely on proxy laws to punish offenders. It would be necessary to understand whether current laws can be used to punish traffickers.
Fr Sithole suggested that the curriculum also include the principles of theology that may also be used to define Human trafficking. He offered to provide these principles.

Legal instruments

It was important to understand the legal instruments from various countries on issues such as Refugee laws, internal displacement, government responses and the co-ordination of external aid.

It was suggested that all representatives provide legal instruments or laws with regards to the above issues. This would highlight some of the obstacles or challenges with regards to setting up the Satellite offices.
Resources

Resources included both human and monetary elements. Existing NGO’S and Security organisations that work to fight Human Trafficking in the respective countries were also counted as a resource. 
It was suggested that representatives find out what counter trafficking in Persons organisations existed as examples in designing innovative approaches. 
Regarding the status of fundraising by the church, each diocese had its own regulations on how fundraising was done. It was agreed that this would be one of the elements analyzed during the planet waves feasibility study to assess what assistance would be most suitable to each satellite office.
Networks

Although the establishment of networks with other organisations was important for information sharing, it could also be disruptive where mandates and resources conflict. Participants were cautioned to look at what others are able to do to facilitate co-ordination of activities and consider “Burden sharing”.

Fr Sithole suggested that a socio-political and economic understanding of the IMBIZA countries should be done before a curriculum is developed. This support would come from Planet Waves as it was already engaged in country profiling leading up to the upcoming countries feasibility study. 

It was also agreed that a meeting be considered with Bishop Sinoka in Pretoria to establish the work they were doing with regards to Human Trafficking and what synergies can be shared.
It was also suggested that Fr Menatsi accompany Planet Waves representatives to the IMBIZA Countries that did not attend the workshop to introduce Planet Waves to them and the outcome of the workshop. These countries include Swaziland, Mozambique, Angola and Sao Tome.

	WAY FORWARD
	The agreed resolutions to be actioned were:

1. THAT all communication would be sent by email with a telephone follow up.
2. THAT progress meetings would be planned every six months for all the countries to meet to see what work each country has done.
3. THAT countries secure interviews for the Planet Waves Team to conduct a comprehensive feasibility study to gain an understanding of the problem and the capacity within and outside our partners for the curriculum development process. The visits will be made 2 weeks from the close of the workshop. Objectives are:

i. To interview partners of each country to find out about their work and progress.  
ii. To meet with any local actors the IMBISA country and their partners are working with in affected areas.  
iii. To meet with organisations and individuals working on policy, legislation and law enforcement to understand the country challenges.  
iv. To visit communities most affected and interview them for assessment of current interventions and four the on-going needs assessment.  


The workshop closed at 12:30 pm with a Prayer by Fr Menatsi and participants were invited to lunch.
ANNEXURE: PLANNING FRAMEWORK
	SOUTH AFRICA
	LESOTHO
	NAMIBIA
	ZIMBABWE

	MANDATE

	Yes
	Yes but the Bishop needs information.
	Yes
	Yes

	WHAT ARE EACH COUNTRY’S NEEDS?

	· Indigenous material available.

· Ongoing Advocacy, Training and capacity building.
	· Comprehensive programme.
· Leadership buy in. 

· Facilitate programmes evidence.

· Stakeholder specific communication and messaging material e.g pencils with messaging for schools.


	· Comprehensive programme.
· Workshops to capacitate trainers to train others.
· Research information.

· Administrative Budget to facilitate communication

· Orientation and briefing session.

· Samples of Material produced to advise on quality, quantity, literacy. 
	· Comprehensive programme.
· Awareness Workshops
· Resource capacitation of the Desk.

	WHERE DO WE BEGIN?

	Curriculum Development for Country Training.
	· Report back to the Bishops, plans for the way forward.

· Awareness Workshop

· Establish what parish initiatives from all dioceses are running to consolidate efforts.

· Set up of Human Trafficking desk.
	· Planning with the Mary Knoll Sisters to clear mandate.

· Report back to the Bishops, plans for the way forward.

· Awareness  Workshop


	Awareness Workshop 



	WHO WILL WE ENGAGE? Must be country wide

	
	30 Representatives:

· 2 of each diocese (8).

· Heads of schools

· Secretary Generals

·  Civil services

· Major superiors

· Stakeholders
	20 Representative from:

· 1 of each diocese (3).

· Organisations representing shelters, border control areas.

· Law reform Committee

· Legal Assistance Centre.

· Justice and Peace Priest

· Police.

· TUCSIN
	15 Representatives:

· 8 CARITAS Representatives.

· Joyce Dube

	PROPOSED DATES

	Feasibility Study Visits
	Must be 2 weeks from close of workshops. Dates to be advised by participants.

	Awareness Workshops
	2 Day workshop 5th and 6th  October 
	2 day workshop in October anytime from the 3rd  week.
	July anytime between 20th – 25th).
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